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WCT

Women Changing Transportation (WCT) began in

2019 as an effort to foster community among women
in the transportation field, recognizing the shared
challenges of misogyny faced in a field dominated by
men and masculine-normative ideals of success. We
envisioned WCT as a space where the power of shared
experiences could be recognized, healing could occur,
and shared solutions and actions could be developed.

As the program grew, we recognized that its goals and
parameters also required growth. The program needed
to acknowledge the context in which we live, how
identities shape experience, and how that forms

a basis for relationships.

In our initial desire to create a space for women,

we overlooked the need to start by listening to the
experiences of the women in the group. We needed
to explore how their experiences were defined by
differences, and to ground the group in a shared
understanding. We particularly missed the need to
center the voices of Black and brown women, who
cannot extricate those identities from what it means
to be a woman working in transportation, and moving
in the world. As driven as we all were to fix a flawed
field, interrogating how our group was complicit

in advancing ideologies—particularly relating to
work—that establish racial and social hierarchy
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and “masculine-normative” ideas needed to be
the foundation of any collective action.

2020 came and threw us for a loop, forcing us to
interrogate these larger questions, and what it means
to be “othered”. When we started the year, we hoped to
rectify what we had missed in setting the foundation of
the 2019 cohort, but we now had to navigate creating

a virtual community during a global health emergency.
The murder of George Floyd in May 2020 brought the
legacy of America’s structural racism into full focus and
accentuated the importance of centering the voices of
Black and brown women in our own group.

This project is an effort to hold space for those

voices. We were inspired by the zine tradition, rooted in
counterculture and social justice, and grounded by
low-fi DIY style. This project attempts to honor and
respect that tradition by creating space for women to
share stories of/experiences in/reflections on the field
in their own words, through the mediums that most
resonate with them.
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ISSUE 1

In November 2020 the writer Anne Helen Peterson
spoke with sociologist Jessica Calarco about her
recent research on mothers grappling with parenting,
partners, anxiety, work, and feelings of failure during
the pandemic. When Peterson notes that the issues
and problems Calarco describes in her research aren’t
new or unique to the pandemic, only amplified by it,
Calarco responded:

“Other countries have social safety nets.
The U.S. has women.”

This quote speaks to the ways that women, whether
they are caregivers or not, have operated in the US.

Peterson further describes this includes “unpaid
service work in institutions and at home. [Women are]
the ones who run the bake sales so the school can
have an art teacher or enough books to go around.
They’re the ones who run church outreach programs to
attract new families and serve community members in
need. They're the ones who check in on sick coworkers,
remember birthdays, and help their colleagues feel like
part of a team. Women do all of that unpaid service for
the institutions in their lives, and then they go home
and do even more”.

This caretaking and unpaid service work is assigned
both consciously and subconsciously, and requires
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bearing a disproportionate burden of emotional labor,
especially for Black and brown women and those with
other underrepresented identities. For example, as the
transportation field reckons with its role perpetuating
systemic racism and sexism, the responsibility for
determining and operationalizing solutions often falls
to Black and brown women taking on roles around
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. During the pandemic
this kind of labor grew and was compounded by the
need to continue to perform at work, worrying about
being a productive employee and the risk of being
judged (at best) or penalized (at worst) when

it becomes too much.

Transportation struggles in the same way that other
fields do—women are underrepresented at the
executive level and in other senior leadership positions.
For those who are in positions of leadership, success
comes with the additional burden being the other, the
only in the room. This often means assimilating to what
society has deemed “professional” and internalizing
historical definitions of what one needs to do and be to
achieve that success.

These ingrained narratives are not only difficult to
combat, but also difficult to change alone, particularly
for women whose experiences are often overlooked.

And so, as we reviewed submissions for this project,
the theme of “subtext” emerged. Subtext refers to
hidden meanings or understanding gleaned from
reading between the lines. When we examine the roles

INTRODUCTION

that women play in this field we recognize the multiple
identities they hold and contexts they must operate
in—being the caregiver, the educator, the nurturer in
multiple senses. We recognize that the hidden meaning
behind women’s contributions to the field is that it is
what keeps us moving forward, and advancing change.
We hope this first issue helps to make some of that
subtext explicit and the invisible visible.
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DOROTHY MAE RICHARDSON
9/3/1922-4/28/1991

Dorothy Mae was a woman of color whose work and
life focused on protecting her neighborhood on

the North Side of Pittsburgh. During the 1960s, she
created a model of community investment meant

to combat the detrimental impacts of redlining and
so-called urban renewal. She fought for the right of
residents to be able to live in adequately maintained
dwellings, arguing that the blight of the slums was
due to landlord neglect and not a reflection on the
residents themselves.

In her work, Richardson made connections between
housing, transportation, and economic development,
noting that white communities received unequal
investments in their housing and transportation
infrastructure. Even as the transit options increased
in Pittsburgh, those options rarely served to connect
communities of color to the broader region—instead,
those communities were repeatedly dissected and
isolated by both highway and rail expansion projects.

Throughout her work, Richardson shows a deep
understanding not just of policy issues, but of the
impact that policies and prejudice have on the lived
experiences of the individual tenants for whom

she fought.
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OCTAVIA HILL
12/3/1838-8/13/1912

A white Englishwoman, Octavia Hill spent her life
attempting to genuinely improve the living conditions
of the British poor and working class. At a time when
such an approach was quite unusual, Hill focused

on concretely addressing both substandard living
conditions and available infrastructure. She recognized
the extent to which residents of the ‘slums’ were cut off
from employment and educational opportunities, and
were living in (literally) the waste of new transportation
innovations to which they had no access. In addition to
working to improve tenants’ physical spaces, she was
also working with the individual residents to connect
them with essential services and to fight for better
access to the transportation services that might take
them to those services. In doing so, Hill improved
innumerable lives among a population oppressed by
bureaucratic decision making.




ng Triend,

Tmmbrooritaﬁow and & a\)aLQagLQLtg on lack thene of continue to PQaﬁug the
sl and any eFFomt’ f’on thove m%ﬂ@ouﬂoo&a to nine up aBove the Poﬂe}iﬁﬁ
and Pn%’u.cQLce tﬂattﬁeﬁ expenience. Houbmﬁ and transpontation ane Cunleed
and vo & the continued Banning of accens fon thove in low tncome
communttien. (Ve are plagued by transportation costs and unequal accens to
tﬂatmmrsomtaﬁow. Ouwn community warn't an\)m(jb like thin. Qur
neigfbonfloods wene mone integnated. They wene well kept and! wene valued
and avested in. Then the ity wanted cam/\ﬁe. wanted o new vision, wanted
o wodenw place for e nevidlents. Thin led to the puggestion of cleaning out
the [owen L. Over 8,000 families wene nemoved. @eorJQe wene forced
from thetn neighbonfoods and thein Romes no the city could Rave a new civie
anena. (Dhere did those familien o, what Rappened to thetn neighlons?
They wene &a,oeace&tb neigRBonfoods that neflected thein nace. (I of the
white familien left. [Nany of them
to the ubunbs whene

wvestments wene

made to improve

thene new

neigRBonfoods. For

the communitien of

colon, they wene

left with

neigRBonfoods that were fongotten and neglected. Thoe

with a choice left, thove of wp who cRove to stay wene faced with nenewed
vegnegation that i no way neflected the places we grew ap. Thes exodun,
i abandonment, crected the vegnegation we are ﬁﬁﬁtmﬁ to thin dag. Qun
‘bmvw'oofitaﬁnw costs ane %C{m we Rave unneliaBle transit o'otlom, and the
new %ﬁw% bgbtem to Betten connect wiite subunbs to Jo@o and education
nans night though oun wetgRBonfioods. Through not to. That traffie flow
oramﬁva i one dinection and white nuburbaniter made nune that thansit
would not allow that one way Tuip to bring the “sthens” Back to thein
communitien. (e Rave Been walled in. (Q)hile the world moves anound ws.
we ane stuck. Qtuck in the Pasoécae emBodiment of vegnegation. (1> mone
and mone oftew, way we move catens to theve nubunbs. gone ane the the Bus
nouten ta&mﬁ oun kidhs to Betten nelools. Gone ane the Buses connecting my
weighbons to jobs. Tnstead of mone trannit, we get Righwagy. (Ve get cans
many cant chFowa ‘bm\)eQvaﬁ to PQm we anent allowed. Tmmw,oon:taﬁpw
tvestment and dininvestiment ane own Jim Crow. Policien and practices
meant to tncneane negregation not encounage tntegnation. G0 T can do o

continue to wonk for my neighbons and for my neighBonfiood. Qur group will
continue to flght. Continue to purll with the Rope of « futune Getter wonld.
(1 Betten world for owr communities. ({ world connected to alll of the
opportuncties and expeniences that eveny Ruman should e afforded. That
world &> wiat we fight fon. That world v wilat we dream for oun Peoraee.
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777y ’szn({’ j./wy can neither aﬂou/ the vents of safez Jwe//ings and will have fozeve‘z been blocked ﬁom the
/1e[g/1[702/100(/5 built on top of theis tenements. _All we can do is work. Build upon meviouslg c[[/ap[t[atec[

. . ) . . .
We ae /7@1/19 c/lsp/ace({. Als London pus/ws into the modetn age, l‘/wg build voads and rails to propetties to give tenants a safe, dbm p/ace to live. Instead of({est‘zoging these properties il éui/c{ing

ac/z{‘zess t/le (ssues 0][ const(pate({ 70af/u/ays. j-/wse new pat/is wn t/noug/q t/le s/ums am/ t/ie anew, we wo‘zA to ﬁx t/wm. We wo‘zA to manage t/wm. We train t/ze tenants /ww to care fm t/wse
s/mm‘gt()wns t/noug/wut the city. Jrisn't Just the woads ot the rails that z/[v[({e, it is the t'/y[zast*zzzctzz‘ze homes. To cae ]4)7 themselves. _All we have is each other and the /wpe of a better world. One in which
to accommodate l‘/wse new mi[ways. %eg need land to wn theix trains and l‘/wg neez/p/aces to /wuse we all have the opportunity to create a better /g[e The opportunity to want mote and have a slver Oj[
and maintain theiz growing ﬂ cets. The easiest and most cost cﬂective way to do this is cleas out the /mpe in attaining it. 7] his is the world we all desetve.
slums to make wom fo‘z bettex transpott options J[oi the middle and upper class citizens. j./qeg use
these transpottation improvements as a eason to remove /16[9/1[707/1005[5 and cut them Uﬁ[ fzom the Octavia Al
modewn comfo‘zts that these advents enable. _(7/1ese great inventions and duivets of increased prosperly
come at l‘/qe cost oft/w slzuns cm(/ t/w s/umties. Jot comes at t/w cost of tens oj[t/wusam/s Ufmen,
women, an(/ 6/1[/5{%/1. j-enants w/w /mve [7eem evicte(/ [%cause t/w[? 2[g/1t5 aze not as [mpo?tamt as t/w
needs ofa moden growing city. Now what was once an unintended effect o_/[m[/way needs has
become an except[ona[ tool to use to vid the city 0/ undesivable neig/dw?/woc{s. Slum clearance has
become mote and move p7eua/ent in the pus/1 towards modewnization and increased prosperty. ¥/ /wy

clear these propetties not on/_z/ to [%)wﬁt wealthier 7esic/em.ts, but to evase slum dwellens. The slum

clwe//e?s aze /e/i Wil/1 mow/me to go cmc{ now/qe?e to [76/0/1g.
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ng Triend,

How dlo T make raeorJQe wndlervstand that my wei.gagomaoo& » wortht ba\)'u/\ﬁ?
Q)fen tﬁes Cooke ot oun miﬁﬂ@onﬂoocﬂa. all ta% vee ane slumn. Tﬁcﬁ don’t nee
all of the PeorJQe who denenve a nafe and lean raeace to lwe. (Q)Ren Ceadens
and decinion makens nee the nlums, ta@g Blame thove of ws wio lve Rene.
Qeny Bad thing > thrown on ws, andl it n't fain. They don't Blame the
Candlondbs. Tﬂgﬁ dont nee tﬁatt«% ametdw\ﬁ a&\)antaﬁe of poverty and
rmedu&i,ce. The vlum dwellens anent just poor ta%‘ne Black. You cannct
mﬁmtag Reatred tﬁeg face Becawe of thetn nlin color. Thin nacinm makes
own meéga@omaoodzb not wac cﬁmw& lilee thone you wonked with. @uf'&w.ﬁete&
Becauwne tﬂeg ee wh ab uvchebe}u)LV\ﬁ of Betten mﬂgﬂ@ouﬂooc@o. Tﬂgg nee wh ab

lennen. They will not felp ws. no we wmawst Relp ownselves. e Both kwow
that cRange fan to come from the nesidents. T held o Block party last week
to Rellp teack goungen nesidents Row to clean. T want them to wndenstand
that affe}u you berape gnime and
grease off Ganeboands and Raul
nuBBisft away, gou Begin to

Rave rJQar,e you can Ge rwwucQ
of. T nealiged that we need
to teack nevidlents Row to

maitain thein properties.
Qo many 0]0 theve nenidents
don’t know any Better

Gecaw)e no one a,ab

taken the time to teach them. Dezgra'doa all of thin, we can't get offetals to
take oun Pno@(),em veniowly. T need them to force the landlonds to make
needled nepains. Theve landlonds ane ex'oQo'CUwud" the outvide views of oun
neigRBonfloods to continue to do wsthling. Tt must vound very sumilan to the
ﬁﬁﬁt you Rad in baving goun weiﬁﬂ@omc)wo&. Maﬁge we cant Foncetﬁe
Candlonds: Pmﬁ\apo we need to manage the propertien an you fave done.
Tnstead o‘F WOIJ/L‘MS with slumlonds, Build and maintain Prwraenﬁwa whene
tenants ane veen an Ruman. | know that Yo wonked with a Benefacton to
flnd goun properties, But we do not Rave that option. (e are Geginning to
focus on oBtaining loans for tenants to buy Romen. [low we need to find
partiens Willing to lendl. T am weeting with nome Banles to vee if they might
connidlen Qoaw'.V\ﬁ woney to the nevidents. T lnow that wmany of them think
thet the nevidents ane too (Kiﬁﬁ nink and t«:ﬁct@% won't pay Back thein
Coann. (e need to skow thew that they can and will make thove pagments.
You've nhown that Womﬁw\ﬁ lann Peoraee can and will pay for these rwaoeJLQg
waintained Romen. (e need a chance to prove it can wonk Rene an well.
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777y .7‘1[6/1({,

7/16 /mn[en o/t/w /720/7[@/115 /7@/07@ you /ms /)een /wavy, anc[ t/ie constant nee[[ oj/t/qejo/o /ms

'ZGC]LLZ"Z@([ SO H’LUC/”L ()][g()u am{youz time. 57/186{6{1'/’19 [tg/lt on ajfo'zgotten g‘mup 0, /76()/7/6 (s c/ﬂcu/t

g[you do not recognize that the conditions oft/wse properties is a set ofnot on/y p/@ysica/
conditions but mote [mpo’ztant/y 0][ human conditions. Our membets of Patliament focus theix
eﬁ)‘z[s on p/armz'ng and [oui/([[ng what the ideal propeity could be. It is a much easier task than
what is before us. The harder work is unc[e‘zsz‘anc[ing what tenants /[ace now and what needs to
be done to improve theit lives. 9 have tiied t()j[[nf/ Aousingj[o‘z the slum dwellexs but none exist.
The on/g solution was to become the landlovd myseb[j We have spent much time zemoving the
vermin, c/ecm[ng ﬁ/t/ay wa//s, and c/ea’zing all p/um[o[ng issues. _As we repatt these [m[/t/[ngs, it (s
impottant to wepair the tenants themselves. It is important foz tenants to take ‘zesponsi[a[/[ty fo’z
their civcumstances and

their homes. The tenants

must be c{[/[gent in theit went

payment. We do not tolerate

aviears and t/w)ugh this we

have been able to tetutn on

t/te (nvestment mac/e [ozj

our /wnefactoz. This

continued retwn while

modest has enabled us

to attuact new backets

and obtain additional properties. This is not the c[esign of the existing poot ‘ze/[ef system that the
Poor Law Boa‘zc{s have emp[ogec{, but a zecognition that evey individual /ms a contribution to
make to the common [g[;z and is immeasu‘zaélg poorer | t/ﬂey aze not enabled to make it and that
t/%e?eﬁﬁe the (m[y cuze fo‘z the ills o][ soctety lies in the conversion and education (y[ the individual.

7 /w tenants nee(/ training, access, anc/ opportuniies to umprove t/w? /wes. éue?y new

tnnovation of this modein age makes the lot o][ the slum dwellexs move bleak. These unskilled
labotets do not have the [uxwzy 0/[ model industvial Jwe//ings that the axtisan class enjoy.
Without this type 0][ /Lous[ng, tenants have j[ew options ]C)’z emp/oyment. Without transport t/wy
must /[inc{ emp/oyment in ot around the propetties. The advent of the sing[e hotse-dvawn
omnibus did much to p‘zovic!e those in the middle class subutbs access to the city and all of the
jo[)s located theve. This sewice was built for the middle and upper classes and the slums aze
whete t/zey (lumpe(j the c[ung 0/[ the hotses that pu[/ these new buses. This orgotten population
not rm/g suj%’zec[ f‘zom every poss[/)/e J[sac[vantage, but aze blocked out n/[ this new and moden
way of moving t/t’zoug/z the city. Wg greatest fea‘z is that at best this new bus sewice will continue
to duide the slums and the tenants ﬁom the vest of decent soctety and at woust ][u’zt/w’z c[isp/ace

t/wse Wit/L no W/Le’ze e[se to go.

Oetavia Hill
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